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Deloraine's   ride from Branksorne,  near the centre, to
Melrose in the north-east corner, may be followed on our
map.   The scale of the map is four miles to the inch, and it
will be seen that Scott's allowance of four hours between
Hawick and Melrose is ample for the ride.    But the weight
of the rider and the roughness of the road may be pleaded
in favour of the time assigned, if we are to be realistically
exact.   One of the features of Scott's manner is his realism
in such matters. Before writing his description of Fitzjames's
ride from Coilantogle Ford to Stirling, in the < Lady of the
Lake,3 he rode over the same ground himself to make sure
that it could be done in the time.   There are one or two
indications in his description of Deloraine's ride that he
either trusted to general recollection of the route or did not
care to be scrupulously realistic.   The last is probably the
rio-ht explanation, for Scott was familiar with every old tower
and every road in this district for years before he wrote the
Lay.